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ORECNI  
Training Event for the Health and Social Care 

Research Ethics Committees 
On 17

th
 February 2015 an event was organised by the Office for Research 

Ethics Committees Northern Ireland (ORECNI) at the Clady Villa 
(Knockbracken Healthcare Park, Belfast). Its primary aim was to provide 
annual training to its Health and Social Care Research Ethics Committees 
Members (HSC REC Members). 
 
However, the occasion also celebrated the first anniversary of the 
reconfigured HSC RECs A and B. It also enabled an opportunity for the 
wider committee memberships to network and meet with each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Assistant Director of the BSO Customer Care and Performance 
Directorate, Mrs Rita Marsden, gave the welcome address.  
 
She thanked the committee members who provide a voluntary service to 
help protect the rights, dignity and safety of research participants within 
the HSC and wider NHS. It was noted that in the last year the service had 
provided ethical review for 155 new research studies. 

The Chairing teams of 
HSC RECs A and B  
Back Row L to R: Dr 
Siobhan McGrath (Head 
of the ORECNI); Ms Sue 
Trouton (Alternate Vice 
Chair of HSC REC B) 
Front Row L to R: Dr 
Alastair Walker (Vice- 
Chair of HSC REC A); 
Mrs Celia Diver-Hall 
(Alternate Vice-Chair of 
HSC REC A); Dr 
Catherine Hack (Chair of 
HSC REC A); Dr Anne 
Moorhead (Vice-Chair 
HSC REC B) and 
Professor Patrick Murphy 
(Chair of HSC REC B).  
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These had come from a wide range of research areas in the Health & Social Care community and the 
wider NHS, including drug studies, medical devices, research involving children, persons with mental 
incapacity and prisoners. Additionally, the studies had included approval of Research tissue banks and 
research databases  
 
She expressed gratitude to the HSC REC Chairs, Dr Catherine Hack and Professor Patrick Murphy 
respectively; the Vice Chairs Dr Alastair Walker and Dr Anne Moorhead ; and the Alternate Vice Chairs 
Mrs Celia Diver-Hall and Ms Sue Trouton. The Chairing Teams provide a supplementary level of 
support to the ORECNI and its HSC RECs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She then welcomed and thanked Dr Hugh Davies (National Research Ethics Advisor, NHS Health 
Research Authority London) for coming to the BSO to facilitate the event, and Dr Gail Johnston 
(Programme Manager, HSC Research and Development Division at the Public Health Agency) for 
participating in the day. 
 
All in all the day was fascinating and productive, was well attended and leaves the service well 
informed for the future.  
 
 

L to R: Mrs Rita Marsden (Assistant Director of 

Customer Care and Performance, BSO), Dr Siobhan 

McGrath (Head of the ORECNI at BSO) and Dr Hugh 

Davies (National Research Ethics Advisor, Health 

Research Authority, England). 

Members of the Health and 
Social Care Research Ethics 
Committees (HSC RECs) at the 
Office for Research Ethics 
Committees Northern Ireland 
(ORECNI) Training Day  
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15 ULTIMATE Sporting Challenges in 2015 (by Paddy O’Hara, Head of Income SS) 

The 15 ULTIMATE challenges I have set for myself in 2015 include 2 swimathons (8.5km), both the 

Belfast and Derry marathons, 5 triathlons, 3 cycle races (225km), the Dublin Half Iron Man and finishing 

with my first ever Iron Man in Barcelona on 4th October 2015!  The training miles alone for this are 

almost 4000 miles! 

My mum, Bridie, was diagnosed with lung cancer in late 2013.  Although she was given 3 months to 

live, she didn't pass away until 10th October 2014, almost a full year later - proving just how tough she 

was and never complaining once.  The Marie Curie nurses came in to our home and provided expert 

care, guidance and support to my mum and to all our family.  It is only when your family are  faced with 

a terminal illness do you truly understand and appreciate how Marie Curie helps to makes a difference.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paddy and Bridie O’Hara 

I have set myself this ultimate challenge because I want to give something back to Marie 

Curie.  Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Your details are safe with 

JustGiving – they’ll never sell them on or send unwanted emails. Once you donate, they’ll send your 

money directly to the charity. So it’s the most efficient way to donate – saving time and cutting costs for 

the charity.   

Here is the link:  https://www.justgiving.com/bridieohara/ 

You can also donate via JustTextGiving , simply text POHA75 followed by £2, £5 or £10 to 70070.   

This will automatically update onto this JustGiving page. 
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It was a great pleasure to welcome Dr Hazel Douglas, founder of the Solihull Programmes, to the 

Regional Solihull Trainers Forum in December 2014 held in CEC, Clady.  The visit was especially 

important as Mr Maurice Meehan, Health & Improvement Manager, joined with the Clinical Education 

Centre to support the delivery of the highly successful “Understanding Your Child’s Behaviour: 

Parenting Programme” to a group of ten practitioners who will progress the delivery of this programme 

in their practice area.                                                           

                                                                       

                                                                    PTO 

Clinical Education Centre  Welcomes Dr Hazel Clinical Education Centre  Welcomes Dr Hazel 

DouglasDouglas  
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The next meeting of the BSO Board will take place on:                

 

26 March 2015 at 2.00PM in the BSO Boardroom. 
 

 

If you would like any further information or details of the agenda, please   

contact Amanda Mills in the Chief Executive’s Office. 

Tel: (028) 9536 3863 

Email: Amanda.Mills@hscni.net  

Forthcoming Board Meeting 

The following day, Mary Rheeston, Solihull Programme Manager, delivered the newly launched 

Attachment Seminar to a very committed group of 30 Solihull Trainers to enhance their knowledge on 

this important subject.  Hazel provided a comprehensive overview of new developments and research 

on Solihull programmes and her recent visit to the House of Commons to receive the CAN Quality 

Award for the Parenting Programme and the Online Solihull Parenting Programme.  She answered the 

many questions from the Solihull Trainers on how to continue with the development of Solihull in 

N.Ireland.   

This was followed by an overview from Collete Scullion, Primary Mental Health, SEHSCT, of the 

parenting programme that she had recently delivered.  She read out a letter from a parent stating her 

appreciation and that, for the first time, she had received the help she needed to understand her child’s 

behaviour.  

An evaluation completed during the previous event, in December 2013, showed that Trainers needed 

more support with the practice sessions in Trusts.  A CEC Solihull team of Nurse Education 

Consultants developed and launched the ‘Solihull Practice Sessions Facilitators Toolkit’ which has 

already received positive feedback on its usefulness, not just in N.I. but in England. 

This annual event was highly valued by the participants who demonstrated their enthusiasm with their 

active participation and feedback.   

 

For any interested parent, please visit the Solihull website to sample the online Parenting Programme.  

http://communityservices.heartofengland.nhs.uk  

 

 

 

Averil Bassett 

Senior Education Manager, HSC Clinical Education Centre  

http://communityservices.heartofengland.nhs.uk


 

 Created by Customer Relations & Service Improvement 

STRICTLY LEGALSTRICTLY LEGAL  

The Law Society is organising a Strictly Legal Dancing Event to be held on 

Thursday, 23 April 2015 at the Europa Hotel. As you may also know I have 

volunteered as a dancer (I cannot believe I am using those words!) at this 

event, which will almost be certainly be an exercise in public humiliation. 

 

However, there is a serious point to this event, and that is raising funds for 

a charity, namely Tiny Life, which provides assistance and support for 

premature babies and their parents.  This is an extremely worthwhile cause 

and the objective is to raise as much money as possible. Indeed the winner of the dancing event is not 

necessarily the most skilled dancer, but rather the couple that raises the most money for the charity. 

 

You can register your vote for your favourite couple by donating through the Law Society’s Just Giving 

Page at:- 

 

www.justgiving.com/strictlylegal  

 

 

Donations can also be made at the Law Society House in 

Victoria Street. 

 

Therefore, I would ask you to make a donation through the 

just giving page and register that you have done so on 

behalf of myself and my dance partner, Attracta Wilson. 

Many thanks in advance for your donations and support and 

I hope to bring the glitter-ball to DLS! 

 

ALPHY MAGINNESS 

Chief Legal Adviser 
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ITS Achieves ISO/IEC 20000ITS Achieves ISO/IEC 20000--1:2011 1:2011 
AccreditationAccreditation  

A major effort during 2014/15  was aimed at moving ITS to the ISO/IEC 20000-1:2011 standard. 

This is an externally accredited industry standard based on IT Infrastructure Library (ITIL) best- 

practice guidelines for provision of IT Services. Processes include the design, transition, delivery 

and improvement of services that fulfil service requirements, providing value for both the customer 

and the service provider. This involves an integrated process approach, when the service provider 

plans, establishes, implements, operates, monitors, reviews, maintains and improves a Service 

Management System.  Co-ordinated integration and implementation of the Service Management 

System provides on-going control and opportunities for continual improvement, greater 

effectiveness and efficiency. The most effective service providers consider the impact of the 

Service Management System through all stages of the service lifecycle, from strategy through 

design, transition and operation, including continual improvement.   

In expressing his delight with this achievement by ITS staff, 

David Bryce, ITS Assistant Director, explained that ISO/IEC 

20000-1:2011 is a standard which is aimed directly at the sort 

of business that ITS carries out. The new standard will 

continuously improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the 

services that ITS currently delivers.  The Standard will also 

provide a key toolkit for the implementation of any new services 

in future.  He added that it is noteworthy that there are currently 

only 41 other organisations in the UK with ISO/IEC 20000-

1:2011 accreditation. 
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Pictured below are some of the staff from the Belfast and the South Eastern HSC Trusts who 

have completed the New To Forensics Programme as mentors/mentees. They received their 

certificates from Molly Kane (Regional Lead Nurse Consultant for Mental Health, Learning 

Disability & Prisoner Health at the Public Health Agency). 

The programme (as part of the Bamford Action Plan) is jointly overseen by representatives 

from the Health & Social Care Board, the HSC Clinical Education Centre and the Ulster 

University, forensic practitioners from five HSC Trusts, Probation Service, NI Prison Service 

and the PSNI.  

Through its 15 chapters, the New To Forensics Programme aims to provide an introduction for 

all clinical/nonclinical staff to the field of forensic mental health and learning disability through 

information sharing and case reflections. It has been adapted for Northern Ireland from the 

original document that was produced by The School of Forensic Mental Health (Scotland). 

 

Included in the photograph is CEC staff member Damian McAleer, who co-delivers the rollout 

of the programme.  

                                                               PTO  
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News from HSC Clinical Education Centre  
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