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• Representative sample of 1000 adults  

• Face to face interviews across NI 

• Consistent with questions in international surveys 

• Questions  - attitudes to cancer, beliefs, knowledge re. 

scale, likelihood of survival, symptoms, awareness of 

current screening programmes and any ads they have 

seen 

• Analysis – by age, gender, educational attainment, 

geography, deprivation, exposure to cancer  

 
 

  



Public Attitudes about cancer 

Many people with 

cancer can continue 

with normal activities 

69 9 32 

73 10 16 

92 2 6 
25 8 67 

44 25 31 

52 5 43 

Cancer can often be 

cured 

Going to the Doctor 

as quickly as possible 

could increase the 

chance of surviving 

A diagnosis of cancer 

is a death sentence 

Most cancer treatment 

is worse than the 

cancer itself 

I would not want to 

know if I had cancer 

 Agree or strongly agree % 

Not sure % 

Disagree or strongly disagree % 



Likelihood of getting cancer at some 

point –in 100 people how many ? 



Awareness of association between age and chance 

 of developing cancer: in next year who is most likely 

 to develop cancer? (n=1410) - percentages 

Some-one in their  



Common cancers in men  
The most common % – the three most common  



Common cancers in women  
The most common % – the three most common  



What do people in NI think about  

survival from specific cancers 
Most 

recent NI  

five year 

survival 

level – out 

of ten 

people 

Got it about 

right 

Overestimated 

it 

Underestimated 

it  

Refused/ don’t 

know 

% within 

one year 

either side 

Lung cancer 1 8% (4%) 77%(76%) 5% (9%) 11%(10%) 27.2% 

Breast cancer 8 10% (25%)  2% (16%) 77% (52%) 7% (11%) 22.4% 

Bowel cancer 5 22% (25%) 38%(37%) 29% (27%) 11%(11%) 55.8% 

Ovarian cancer 3* 11% (8%) 68%(58%) 9%(16%) 13%(18%) 31.4% 

Prostate 

cancer 

8 11% (n/a) 2% 78% 10% 24.6% 

* Note slight difference between current rate and that 

used in the survey 

Donnelly et al 2012 – ICBP over 50ies only 



Risk factors : Unprompted awareness 

% who mentioned 



Insights gained 
• Low level of awareness (unprompted) of signs and symptoms  

      (mole change 38%, cough/hoarseness 16%) 

 

• Barriers to seeking help need to be addressed  

  - Worried about what the doctor might find (49%)  

  - Being scared (43%)  

  - Embarrassment (42%)  

 

• Awareness of cancer survival rates generally poor 

 – contributes to overall anxiety 



Campaign Strategy 

Crux of the strategy =  
–‘people with low cancer awareness and negative beliefs about 

cancer outcomes may be less likely to seek help for suspicious 

symptoms which leads to more advanced stage at diagnosis and 

poorer survival’       

       (ICBP) 

Strategic focus: 
• Push the message in simple terms – early diagnosis depends on 

individuals themselves 

• Address attitudes towards seeing a GP, which prohibit early 

detection 

• Improve information about modern treatments of cancer 

 



Campaign resources 



Summary 

 

 • Cancer is a range of diseases  

• Many are more open to discuss 

• Knowledge is variable  

• Some conflicting attitudes 

• Many are cured 

• Focus on survivorship  

 


