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Dear colleague 

CODING FOR PRODUCTS CLASSIFIED AS “SPECIAL CONTAINERS” 

Medicinal products which are classified as a “special container” are detailed in the Pharmaceutical Code book by a black 

square. When coding products which are “special containers”, it is extremely important that you always code for 

multiples of the “special container”. If prescriptions are received into the pharmacy for part-packs of “special 

containers”, the practice should be contacted and advised that a change should be made in the patient’s prescribing 

record so that it will be correct on future issues for that particular item.  

For example: 

All tacrolimus products have a “special container” status, pack sizes are 30, 50 or 100 (depending on the brand chosen). 

Prescription issued for 112 capsules x Prograf® 500mcg; dosing 1 twice a day 

This drug comes in a pack size of 50 capsules; so 100 capsules should be dispensed and coded when presented with the 

prescription above; a pack should NOT be split to give 112 and BSO will only pay multiples of the “special container” 

(100 capsules in this example). In this situation, the GP practice should be contacted and advised that only 100 capsules 

have been dispensed in order to ensure that records in the practice are accurate.  

HSCB Pharmacy and Medicines Management Team have also contacted GP practices about the “special container” 

status of tacrolimus, as it is a high risk medicine, to request that quantities prescribed of tacrolimus moving forwards are 

prescribed as multiples of the “special container” pack size. 

Your pharmacy system does not identify “special containers”, so it is vital to always consult the most up-to-date 

codebook available on the BSO website at: 

http://www.hscbusiness.hscni.net/services/2046.htm  

If you have any queries please contact Mark Nelson 02895 363703 or email mark.nelson@hscni.net 
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