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To:  All Community Pharmacists 

17th February 2020 
 
 
Dear Colleague 
For information: Maxitram® MR 50mg and 200mg are currently short from the manufacturer (Chiesi). 
 
The issue with the 200mg may be over shortly but Chiesi are not expecting Maxitram 50mg to be 
available until 9th March.  
 
Prescribers may need to amend prescriptions and should be aware of the following options: 

 Review patients using these strengths of tramadol to see if it is still needed and consider 
stepping down analgesia where appropriate 
(advice on opioid reduction available at: 
http://primarycare.hscni.net/download/DocLibrary/Pharmacy/Clinical/Pain/opioids/20191015_
Amended_GMMMG_Opioid-resource-pack-2018-with-NI-notes_v2-October2019_2.pdf) 

 

 Consider prescribing another MR product such as buprenorphine patches 
(advice on switching between opioids available at:  NI Guidelines on converting doses of opioid 
analgesics for adult use 2018 
http://www.medicinesgovernance.hscni.net/download/primary/secondary_care/medicines_saf
ety_documents/opioids/Adult-Opioid-Equivalence-Guide-HSC-2018.pdf    
Reducing dosage errors with opioid medicines - incomplete cross tolerance. Mar 2014 HSCB 
Letter 
http://www.medicinesgovernance.hscni.net/download/primarycare/medicines_safety_advice_
&_letters/Opioid_Cross_tolerance_letter_March_2014.doc   
The West of Scotland Chronic Pain Education Group Guidance on Opioid Switching calculator: 
https://www.paindata.org/calculator.php  

 

 200mg: Prescribe 2 x 100mg Maxitram to replace the 200mg in the meantime. Wholesalers 
currently have Maxitram® 100mg MR in stock. 
 

 50mg:  Some community pharmacies may have stock of other tramadol 50mg MR products 
(generic or branded) from before the shortage. Prescribers can change prescriptions 
temporarily if they know such stock is available in the patient’s pharmacy. 
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Note:  
Wholesalers do not appear to have other forms of tramadol 50mg MR in stock so this option 
will only last until pharmacies’ existing stocks are depleted and the patient’s prescription will 
need to be changed back to Maxitram when in stock.  
 
or 
 
Consider if immediate release tramadol 50mg is appropriate for the individual patient (being 
aware of the issues with immediate release). Wholesalers have some immediate release 
capsules in stock but again supply may be limited. 
 

 
If you have any further queries please contact the Pharmacy Adviser in your local HSCB office. 


