
2.2 Making Changes 

Based on the equality issues you identified in 2.2 and 2.3, 
what changes did you make or do you intend to make in 
relation to the policy or decision in order to promote equality 
of opportunity? 

In developing the policy or decision 
what did you do or change to 
address the equality issues you 
identified? 

What do you intend to do in future 
to address the equality issues you 
identified? 

Gender: Section 1. Core 
Procedures:  
 
Core Procedures Child Protection 
Enquiries 
The awareness by the interviewer 
needs to be included. 
 
Child Protection Case Conferences. 
The section on Pre-birth Case 
Conferences specifically relates to 
women which is intentional but it is 
expected that other significant adults 
including the child's father should be 
included. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
The procedure on Bullying includes 
reference to the fact that bullying 
behaviour can be motivated by 
prejudice against particular groups, for 
example on grounds of gender 
identity. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance, 
relating to self-harm and suicide 
There may be specific vulnerabilities 
leading to increased risks for those 
children/young people who are dealing 
with issues due to being dysmorphic. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 

The policy and procedure has been 
amended to reflect this. 
 
 
The policy and procedure has been 
amended to reflect this. 
 
 
 
This is addressed in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
The policy and procedures addresses 
this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This has been reflected in the policy 
and procedures 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Domestic Violence and/or Sexual 
Violence and Abuse 
Women are more likely to be victims of 
domestic violence; however men can 
be victims too. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Forced marriage 
The majority of victims are female 
however figures from the Forced 
Marriage Unit indicate that 15% of 
victims are male. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Honour Based Violence 
Gender identity can be seen to 
transgress concepts of honour and 
therefore trigger honour based 
violence if a perception exists that the 
victim is transgender. 

 
The policy and procedure has been 
amended to reflect this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The policy and procedure identifies 
this as an issue.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The policy and procedure addresses 
this issue. 
 
 
 

Age: Section 1.  
Communicating effectively with 
Children/Young People Who Have 
Specific Communication Needs 
where abuse and or neglect is a 
presenting concern 
 
 
 
 
Core Procedures: Child Protection 
Case Conferences. 
The parents and children/young 
people of sufficient age and 
appropriate level of understanding 
should be given feedback on the 
outcome, in particular, in advance of 
any Initial Child Conference that is 
convened. This information should be 
conveyed in an appropriate format for 
younger children and those people 
whose preferred language is not 

Consideration has been given to the 
use of intermediaries during 
interviews, assessments and/or 
advocacy, when appropriate and the 
need for staff to recognise and 
establish the communication needs of 
children/young and ensure appropriate 
methods are used to meet these has 
been highlighted. 
 
 
This has been amended to reflect this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



English. This needs reworded rather 
than excluding children and young 
people in terms of age and their right 
to have information. The method of 
communicating needs to be 
appropriate to the age and capacity of 
the child to understand. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Fabricated or Induced Illness 
Babies and very young children may 
be at greater risk of fabricated or 
induced illness due to communication 
difficulties. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The policy and procedure already 
highlights this issue. 

Religion: Section 2: Safeguarding 
Practice Guidance: 
Abuse linked to Faith or Belief 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Honour based Violence 
Rejection of religion or religious 
instruction can be a trigger for honour 
based violence. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Neglect 
Parents/carers who have specific 

religious/cultural beliefs, such as how 

the child/young person should be 

raised for example how they receive 

health care, treatment, education 

and/or general nutrition may be 

A policy and procedure has been 
included to advise staff on how to deal 
with such circumstances and includes 
involvement of a representative the 
particular faith group or community. 
Transgender and sexual orientation 
have been added to the list of reasons 
a child/young person could be 
identified as different as a prompt for 
staff to be aware of the potential for 
abuse. 
 
 
This has been addressed in the policy 
and procedure. 
 
 
 
 
This has been addressed in the policy 
and procedure. 



considered neglectful due to the 

impact on the child/young person’s 

health and development. 

Political Opinion: Safeguarding 
Practice Guidance: 
Safeguarding Children and Young 
people against Radicalisation, Violent 
Extremism and Paramilitary Threat 
Children and young people who living 
in areas associated with paramilitary 
groups may be more likely to be drawn 
into paramilitary activities, or be 
victims of such activity. 

The policy and procedure reflects this. 

Marital Status 
Section 1: Core Procedures 
Assessment 
The UNOCINI form does record 
information on marital status but does 
not specifically record same sex 
partnership/relationships 
 
Core Procedures Child Protection 
Enquiries. 
The assessment undertaken must 
include all forms of family units i.e. 
married parents, separated and 
divorced, civil partnerships, lone 
parents and new partners, cohabitees. 
 
 
Section 2: Safeguarding Practice 
Guidance: 
Honour based Violence  
Leaving a spouse or seeking a divorce 
can be a trigger for honour based 
violence. 

 
The HSCB will be informed of this 
issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
This has been addressed within the 
policy and procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is reflected in the policy and 
procedure 

Disability  
Section 1: Core Procedures: 
Responding to Abuse and Neglect 
The issue of disability is used as one 
of the criteria. 
 

It is felt that no mitigating action is 
required as this is a statutory 
obligation. It is recognised that 
children/young people who have a 
disability is a ‘Child in Need’ and 
entitled to an assessment of need and 



 
 
 
Section 1: Core Procedures Child 
Protection Enquiries 
Children and young people who have 
specific 
physical/sensory/communication/learni
ng disability and mental health 
disability will have particular needs 
when involved in child protection 
enquiries.  This has been recognised 
but parents/carers with such needs 
have not. There may also be specific 
needs in regard to hidden disabilities 
e.g. cystic fibrosis, brain injury, and/or 
epilepsy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Core Procedures: Assessment 
Some children/young people with a 
disability through their behaviour may 
place other children at risk of harm.  
 
 
 
Disability Section 1: Core 
Procedures Child Protection Case 
Conferences. Whether or not they 
attend, the family should be 
encouraged and supported by the 
social worker, to record their 
contribution in writing. Those with a 
disability may have communication 
needs. The Chairperson of the Case 
Conference will ensure that the family 
is advised of its outcome.  
There may be issues relating to mental 

services to be provided. 
 
 
A statement outlining that written 
information will be made available in 
alternative formats to staff and on 
request has been written into the 
policy document in relation child 
protection enquiries and the Policy and 
Procedure on Communicating 
effectively with Children/Young People 
and their Family/Carers Who Have 
Specific Communication Needs where 
and abuse and or neglect is a 
presenting concern.  
The need to be aware of the literacy 
needs of children/young people and 
parents has been included. 
This will depend on the individual 
child/young person, their specific 
disability and their needs. Additional 
comments have been included. 
 
This needs careful assessment of all 
children/young people involved as to 
how to best meet their needs. The 
UNOCINI Assessment Framework is 
the responsibility of the HSCB. The 
SBNI will make the HSCB aware of 
this issue. 
 
A statement outlining that views of 
parents can be provided by letter, 
digital recording or representation on 
their behalf by a social worker or other 
professional or other appropriate 
format has been included. 
Also a separate policy and procedure 
has been developed to address the 
communication issues. The 
responsibility for ensuring that these 
arrangements have been put in place 
has been clarified. 



health which impacts on the parent 
participating.  
 
A child/young person parent/carer with 
a disability may benefit from the 
attendance of a friend or supporter.  
Information on the child/young 
person's current and past state of 
health and development may include 
issues of disability and 
communication. 
 
Communication and language issues 
in relation to the reading of written 
information for the Case Conference 
and attendance at Case Conference.  
 
Attendance at Case Conference: 
Rather than a focus on ability, this 
should say ‘encouraged/facilitated to 
contribute’.  
Also Interpreters/sign language 
interpreters, support person for a 
person with a disability should attend. 
 
 
Case Conferences:  
If there are concerns about potential 
parenting capacity due to learning 
disability, mental health and some 
physical disabilities.  
 
 
Children/young people with a disability 
are children first and foremost. They 
may need interpreters or relevant 
support to help them communicate 
their views in respect of their care and 
treatment.  
 
 
Also parents with a disability have this 
need. Attendance of support people 

 
 
This is addressed within the policy and 
procedure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A statement has been included in the 
policy and procedure to state that 
parents with mental health difficulties 
will only ever be excluded based on 
the opinion of a mental health 
professional who deems them unfit to 
participate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A statement addressing this has been 
included. 
 
 
 
 
This is addressed within the policy and 
procedures. 
 
This may raise human rights issues 
particularly in relation to Articles 6 and 
8 but due the paramouncy of the 
child/young person's needs it is 
recognised that this needs to be the 
case. 
The impact on communication and 
language needs of the parents are 



and interpreters should be included. 
The convenor of the Case Conference 
should arrange the date, time and 
venue of the Case Conference for the 
convenience of the majority of the 
participants, but pay particular 
attention to accessibility for the parent 
and/or child/young person and staff for 
example due to issues of disability. 
They may need to take account of 
those with dependents for example in 
relation to school pick up times. 
 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance:  
Parents with a learning disability. 
Parents with learning difficulties are 
likely to require some form of support 
to help them meet their child/young 
person’s needs. They may need 
support to understand the 
safeguarding process, including use of 
an advocate. They may also need 
written materials relating to 
safeguarding in easy to understand 
format. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Children/young people who have a 
disability 
Children/young people with a disability 
are children first and foremost. They 
may be more vulnerable to bullying, 
intimidation and abuse due to their 
disability. They may need interpreters 
or relevant support to help them 
communicate their views in respect of 
their care and treatment.  
 
 
 

addressed. This is recognised within 
the policy and procedure.  
This has been addressed within the 
policy and procedure. 
 
A statement has been included 
highlighting that staff need to have 
adequate knowledge/understanding of 
the abilities of those with a disability 
rather than having a focus on the 
disability. 
 
 
 
 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Bullying 
Bullying behaviour can be motivated 
by prejudice against particular groups, 
for example on grounds of disability. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Domestic Violence and/or Sexual 
Violence and Abuse 
Those who are subjected to domestic 
violence and/or sexual violence and 
abuse are more likely to suffer 
depression and other mental health 
issues leading to self-harm, attempted 
suicide and/or substance abuse. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Fabricated or Induced Illness 
Children and young people with 
disabilities may more vulnerable due 
to communication difficulties. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Forced marriage / Honour Based 
Violence 
Children and young people who are 
worried about or at risk of forced 
marriage or honour based violence 
may develop mental health issues, 
including depression, eating disorders 
etc. and may be at greater risk of 
attempting suicide. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Neglect 
 
Neglect may occur as a result of 
issues which affect the capacity of 
parents/carers to care for a 
child/young person such as mental ill 
health and learning disability. 
 

 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is highlighted in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Self-harm and Suicidal Behaviour 
Children and young people with 
mental health issues will be more likely 
to self-harm and attempt suicide. 
  
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Children/Young people of Parents 
that Misuse Substances/Hidden 
Harm AND Children of Parents with 
Mental health Problems 
Many adults who misuse alcohol or 
drugs also have coexisting mental 
health issues. These mental health 
issues can impact on parent/child 
relationships, which impacts on the 
child/young person’s well-being and 
development. 
Factors such as culture, ethnicity, 
religion, disability may have 
implications on parents’ understanding 
of their mental health problems and 
the potential impact on their 
child/young person. The existence of 
parental mental health problems 
should not be taken as a risk factor 
without contextual information. 
 
 
Protocols: Pre-Mobile Babies.  
Issues relating to communication 
and language issues needs to be 
addressed. 
 

 
 
 
This is addressed. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is addressed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The policy and procedure addresses 
the needs of parents with mental 
health issues and is clear that the 
existence of parental mental health 
problems should not be taken as a risk 
factor without contextual information. 
 
 
 
 
 
The needs arising due to their 
disability have been addressed within 
the Protocol by the inclusion of the 
following statement in the protocol, 
“Staff must consider the 
communication and language needs of 
the parents/carers which can vary 
significantly due to, language barriers, 
speech problems, hearing 
impairments, age, cognitive ability, 
disability and or sensory impairments 



due to ethnicity and or disability. The 
use of Interpreters, Advocates and 
appropriate methods of 
communication such as leaflets and 
aids should be used. 
These are addressed within the policy 
and procedure. 

Dependent status: Assessment, 
parents with mental health and 
substances  
The needs of children/young people 
who take caring responsibilities for 
parent(s) and/or siblings needs to be 
recognised in the assessment and 
recorded. 
 
 
Dependents: Core Procedures 
Assessment, Child Protection 
Enquiries 
The assessment undertaken must 
include all forms of family units i.e. 
married parents, separated and 
divorced, civil partnerships, lone 
parents and new partners, cohabitees. 
Both parents, any other carers such as 
grandparents and the partners of 
parents. It should also include 
cohabitees. 
 
 
Dependents: Core Procedures, 
Child Protection Case Conferences. 
There needs to be consideration given 
in relation to the timing and venue of 
the Conference to take account of 
those with dependents .For example 
school pick up times.  
 
 
 
 
 

The policy and procedure has been 
amended to address this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The need to include all forms of family 
units i.e. married parents, separated 
and divorced, civil partnerships, lone 
parents and new partners, both 
parents, any other carers such as 
grandparents and the 
partners/cohabitee of parents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These have been reflected in the 
policy document. A separate policy 
and procedure has been developed in 
relation to Communicating effectively 
Working with Children/Young People 
and their Family/Carers Who Have 
Specific Communication Needs where 
and abuse and or neglect is a 
presenting concern. A link to this has 
been provided in the Section Child 
Protection Enquiries.  
 
 



Dependents: Safeguarding Practice 
Guidance: 
Children/Young people of Parents 
that Misuse Substances/Hidden 
Harm,  Children of Parents with 
Mental health Problems and 
Children/young people of Parents 
with Learning Difficulties 
Many children/young people of parents 
who misuse substances or who have 
mental health problems take on 
adaptive or caring roles within the 
family. Likewise children/young people 
of parents with learning difficulties may 
take increasing responsibility for caring 
for themselves and, at times, for their 
parents and other family members. 
They should be assessed as a young 
carer. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Domestic Violence and/or Sexual 
Violence and Abuse 
Children and young people who 
witness domestic violence in their 
home can be impacted in a number of 
ways including increased anxiety, fear, 
poor peer relationships etc. 
 

 
The policy and procedure identifies the 
fact that children/young people in 
these circumstances should be 
assessed as a young carer and their 
needs assessed and supports 
provided. The policy and procedure 
includes that effective treatment 
of/support for the parent will have 
major benefits to the child/young 
person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This has been reflected in the policy 
and procedure. 

Ethnicity: Core Procedures  
Communicating effectively with 
Children/Young People Who Have 
Specific Communication Needs 
where abuse and or neglect is a 
presenting concern 
 
Ethnicity can raise issues in relation to 
communicating effectively with 
children/young people and their 
family/carers due to language barriers. 
All agencies/staff need to establish the 
communication needs of 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
The need to be aware ofissues relating 
to ethnicity issues and the impact on 
children/young people their parents 
and families have been reflected 
throughout the policy and procedures. 



children/young people and their 
parents/carers and ensure they are 
able to communicate effectively 
through the use of appropriate 
methods are used to meet individual 
needs. 
 
Core Procedures: Responding to 
Abuse and Neglect 
If a parent's first language is not 
English it is recognised that they 
may need an interpreter and/or 
translated materials.  
 
 
Child Protection Enquiries  
If a parent's first language is not 
English it is recognised that they may 
need an interpreter and/or translated 
materials. This should be changed to 
reflect that this should be provided.  
 
 
Core procedures Case 
Conferences: Interpreters/sign 
language interpreters, should attend. 
 
 
 
Core Procedure: Assessment  
The UNOCINI form captures 
information on the child/young 
person's disability and communication 
needs.  There is a gap in capturing this 
data in respect primary carers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is acknowledged in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
The policy and procedure does refer to 
the communication needs of parents.  
 
 
 
 
 
The UNOCINI form needs to captures 
information on the parent’s/carers 
ethnicity language and communication 
needs. The UNOCINI Assessment 
Framework is the responsibility of the 
HSCB. The SBNI will make the HSCB 
aware of this issue. 
 
 
This is reflected in the policy and 
procedure. 
 
 
 
 
The need to be aware of ethnic issues 
and the impact on children/young 
people their parents and families have 
been reflected throughout the policy 
and procedures. 
This is acknowledged in the policy and 
procedures. The UNOCINI 
Assessment Framework is the 
responsibility of the HSCB. The SBNI 
will make the HSCB aware of this 
issue. 
 
 
 



Ethnicity: Safeguarding Practice 
Guidance 
Bullying: bullying behaviour can be 
motivated by prejudice against 
particular groups, for example on 
grounds of race.  
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Fabricated or Induced Illness 
Children and young people whose first 
language is not English more 
vulnerable due to communication 
difficulties. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Female Genital Mutilation. Children 
and young people who are from a 
community that are known to practise 
female genital mutilation will be more 
at risk of being subjected to the 
procedure. 
An interpreter may be needed for 
meetings relating to protection from 
female genital mutilation, and in 
particular a female interpreter. It will be 
particularly important in these cases 
that a family member is not used as an 
interpreter. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Forced marriage/ Honour based 
Violence 
Children and young people from 
particular ethnic groupings/ religious 
groupings will be more at risk of forced 
marriage and honour based violence. 
Children/young people may require 
support workers/interpreters from the 
same gender and if possible the same 
cultural background.  It will be 
particularly important in these cases 
that a family member is not used as an 

This has now been addressed in the 
policy and procedures. 
 . 
 
 
 
 
 
This is acknowledged in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
This is recognised in the policy and 
procedure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These have been addressed in the 
policy and procedure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



interpreter. 
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Safeguarding Children and Young 
people against Radicalisation, Violent 
Extremism and Paramilitary Threat 
Children and young people from 
particular communities may be more 
vulnerable to radicalisation. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Children from Abroad/ Trafficked 
Children An interpreter will be needed. 
  
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Children Living Away from Home: 
The Travelling Community and  those 
who have newly arrived in the country 
(refugees, asylum seekers and 
migrants) and who have yet to find 
permanent accommodation need to be 
included. 
 
 
Protocols: Pre-mobile babies.  
Issues relating to communication and 
language issues needs to be 
addressed. 
 

 
 
 
 
These have been addressed in the 
policy and procedure. 
 
 
 
 
These have been addressed in the 
policy and procedure.  
 
 
 
 
 
This has been reflected in the policy 
and procedure to protect this 
vulnerable group. 
 
These have been included. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These have been addressed in the 
policy and procedure. 
 



 
Sexual Orientation: Core 
Procedures Child Protection 
Enquiries 
The assessment undertaken must 
include both parents, any other carers 
such as grandparents and the partners 
of parents. It should also include both 
opposite and single sex relationships.  
 
Core Procedures Child Protection 
Enquiries 
The awareness by the interviewer 
needs to be included. 
 
Sexual Orientation: Safeguarding 
Practice Guidance, Safeguarding 
Practice Guidance relating to self-
harm and suicide 
There may be specific vulnerabilities 
leading to increased risks for those 
children/young people who are LGBT 
and for those who are dealing with 
issues due to being dysmorphic. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance 
Bullying 
The procedure on bullying includes 
reference to the fact that bullying 
behaviour can be motivated by 
prejudice against particular groups, for 
example sexual orientation.  
 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Honour Based Violence 
Sexual Orientation can be seen to 
transgress concepts of honour and 
therefore trigger honour based 
violence if a perception exists that the 
victim is lesbian, gay or bisexual. 
 
 

 
The UNOCINI form needs to captures 
information on the parent’s/carers 
ethnicity language and communication 
needs. The UNOCINI Assessment 
Framework is the responsibility of the 
HSCB. The SBNI will make the HSCB 
aware of this issue 
 
 
 
This has now been addressed in the 
policy and procedures 
This has now been addressed in the 
policy and procedures 
 . 
 
 
 
This is addressed in the policy and 
procedures. 
 
 
 
 
This is addressed in the policy and 
procedure.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is addressed in the policy and 
procedure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Self-harm and Suicidal Behaviour 
Research shows that young LGB 
people are at least three times more 
likely to attempt suicide, two and a half 
times more likely to self-harm and five 
times more likely to be medicated for 
depression than their heterosexual 
counterparts. 
 
Safeguarding Practice Guidance: 
Bullying: The specific needs of 
children/young people of same sex 
parents needs to be included. 

This has been addressed n the policy 
and procedures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This has been addressed in the policy 
and procedures 
 
 
 
 

 
Multiple Identities: Group Activity or 
Serious Youth Violence: Violence 
can be racist, disability related, 
homophobic, transphobic, racist, 
sectarian or religious hate crime 
 

 
The policy and procedure has been 
amended to include all the types of 
hate crime listed. 

 
 


