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Dear Colleague,

PREPARATIONS FOR A MARCH 2019 ‘NO DEAL’ SCENARIO

You may be aware of correspondence that has issued from the Department of

Health & Social Care (DHSC) by way of update on the preparations by the UK

Government for a ‘no deal’ Brexit scenario. A copy of the correspondence is

available from:

www.gov.uk/government/news/matt-hancock-writes-to-health-and-care-system-on-

no-deal-brexit-planning

and sets out issues the health service needs to consider in preparations over the

next few months and leading up to March 2019.



Although negotiations with the EU will continue to progress, the DHSC has

acknowledged the importance that proportionate preparations for all scenarios

should continue, including the potential for the UK leaving the EU without any deal in

March 2019.

In that context, the DHSC has stepped up its planning for a ‘no deal’ scenario to

protect patient safety and healthcare provision. In particular, preparations are

ongoing to ensure that the health service, other service providers, and ultimately

patients continue to get the supplies they need, in a timely way.

In particular, the UK Government has set out a new scheme to ensure a sufficient

and seamless supply of medicines in the UK in the event of a ‘no deal’ Brexit. Based

on the current cross-Government planning scenario, the DHSC has set out an

objective of ensuring the UK has an additional six weeks supply of medicines in case

imports from the EU through certain routes are affected. This is the current planning

assumption but will of course be subject to revision in light of future developments.

Under the medicines scheme, the DHSC has indicated that pharmaceutical

companies should ensure they have an additional six weeks supply of medicines in

the UK on top of their own normal stock levels. The scheme also includes separate

arrangements for the air freight of medicines with short shelf-lives, such as medical

radioisotopes. The UK Government is working closely with companies who provide

medicines in the UK to ensure patients continue to get the medicines they need.

The Rt Hon Mark Hancock MP, has written to pharmaceutical companies with more

details.

The Department is supportive of the UK Government position that hospitals, GPs

and community pharmacies do not need to take any steps to stockpile

additional medicines, beyond their business as usual stock levels. There is

also no need for clinicians to write longer health service prescriptions. Local

stockpiling is not necessary.

Clinicians should advise patients that plans are in place to ensure a continued supply

of medicines to patients from the moment we leave the EU. Patients will not need to

and should not seek to store additional medicines at home.



The UK Government is also putting in place plans to ensure the supply of medical

devices and clinical consumables. Measures have been developed for these

products that leverage the infrastructure and logistics capability of the NHS Supply

Chain operation. Work is ongoing with colleagues in Scotland, England and Wales to

align contingency approaches for the benefit of the NHS and patients across the UK.

More details regarding the approach is set out in letters issued to the pharmaceutical

industry and suppliers of medical devices -

www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care).

Further information and guidance for HSC NI organisations will be issued in due

course as necessary.

Yours sincerely

DR MARK TIMONEY
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer


